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1 ORDINANCE REGULATING SUBSCRIBER FEES FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS (SECOND READING)

AN ORDINANCE: PERTAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE;
REGULATING THE|COLLECTION OF SUBSCRIBER FEES BY FIRE DEPARTMENTS
WITHIN NELSON CQUNTY.

Pursuant to Hopse Rill 483 passed in the 2002 Regular Scssion of the Kentucky General

Asscmbly, Nelson Fispal Court may require the anzual membership charges or subscriber fees.
charged by certain fite departments be added 1o praperty tax bills to use the property tax
coliection system. inclgding levying a lien against the property, to collect the membership charge
or subscriber fee.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Fiscal Court of the County of Nclson,
this ordinance shal! be known as the Fire Department Subscriber Fee Collection Ordinance.
SECTION 1~ DEFINIEIONS

For the purpose of this ordinance the following terms shall be deemed 1o have the

racaning indicated belony:

FIRE BEPARTMENT |— a fire department established under the provisions of KRS Chapter 67.
a fire department cstablished under the provisions of KRS Chapter 75 or a corporate fire
department cstablished under KRS Chapter 273. SURBSCRIBER FEES —— subscriber fees or
membership charges that are levied by a fire dcpartment in order to provide fire protection

scrvices for a certain fract of land in licu of assessing 4 charge for fire proicction services 3

actually rendered.

SECTION 2- PET[TIOiFI
Any fire departinent that wants to have its subscriber fees added to the property fax bills
for Nelson County must file a petition with the Nelson Fiscal Court.
SECTION 3. CONTENTS OF PETITION
The petition set forth in|Section 2 above shall contain the following:
a. The name of the firc department.
b. A description ofjthe fire deparfment’s area for which it covers.
c. Schedulc of progosed fees.
d. Criteria for adjusting fees for low income families.
e. Financial statemgnts for the previous three (3) years.
f. Budget for the ygar in which the addition to the property tax bills is to take place.
8. A copy of the bytlaws of the fire department.

h. Information as 6 how the subscriber fees are to be asscssed (for example, are they to for
cach residential bouse, for each household or each tract of land).

i. Pctition shall contain a statement as to whether any of the membership dues collected
through the procedurc provided by this ordinance shait will be used for salarics or salary
related expenses, If a firc department stated that membership dues will not be used for
salary or salary felated expenses and such fire department later desirers to use the dues

for such purpase then Fiscal Court approval he required before the ducs arc appropriated
for such use.

SECTION 4- HEARING
Upen filing of the petition as sct furth in this ordinance the Nelson County Judge
Exccutive shall set a pyblic hearing on the petition within sixty (60) days of the filing of the

petition. Notice of the hearing shall be given pursuant to KRS Chapter 424.
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SECTION 5- DETERMINATION

Within thirty (30) days of the hearing set forth in Section 4 the Nelson Fiscal Court shall

vote whether or not to|grant the petitioning fire department the right to add its subscriber fees

o followi

e.

f.

P onto the property tax bills. In making its detcrmination the Nelson Fiscal Court shall consider the

ng:

Whether there is a public need for the subscriber fees that will be coliected by being
added to the property tax bilis.

. The financial needs of the fire depariment.

The reasonableness of the subscriber fees that are proposed 1o be charged.

. What accounting controls that have been adopted by the fire department.

Historical collection rates for the past three years.

Plao for discounts for low income houscholds.

SECTION 6- ANNUAL FILINGS.

After receiving approval of the Nelson Fiscal Court to add its subscriber fees to the

property tax bills each firc department shall {iling the following:

a.

b.

c.

d.

On or before June 15 of each year its budget for the next year.

On or before August 317 of cach year its financial statements for the preceding year.

The Nelson Fiscal Court policy shall be followed for the purchase of any equipment.
County may audit books of firc department at any time at one half the cost to county and

one half the cost to firc department.

SECTION 7- APPROVAL FOR INCREASE IN SUBSCRIBER FEES

Any fire department that has been approved to have its subscriber fees added to the

propesty tax bills may petition the Nefson Fiscal Court for an increase in fees. The petition shall

contain the following:

a.

b.

The name of the fire department.
The fec schedule:that is proposed.
The statement as:to why the increase in fees is necessary.

A hearing and a:determination shall be conducted in the same manner as in the initial

petition is heard and detdrmined as set cut in this ordinance.

SECTION 8- REVOCATION

A (ire departiments right to have its fees added to the property tax bills may be revoked

upon the following grounds:

a.

b.

[

d.

Misapplication of subscriber fecs.
The fee schedule exceeds the reasonabie needs of the fire department.
Failure of the fire dcpartment to provide fire protection services 1o its subscribers.

Dissolution of the fire department.

SECTION 9- PROCEDURE FOR REVOCATION

Fiscal

Any subscriber that is subject to the fecs imposed by the fire department or the Nelson

Court may petition to revoke the right of the fire department to have its fees added to the

property tax bills. The petition shall set for the following:

a.

b.

The name of the petitioner.

The name of the fire department.
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¢. The reasons that revocation is sought.

Upon teceiving the petition the Nelson Fiscal Court shall conduct a hearing and make a
determination using the procedures set forth above for the adoption of an initial petition to have
subscriber fees added to the property tax bills.

This ordinance shalt become effective upon publicatior. |

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS __5th DAY OF__ october 1 2002

DM IA ,,,g[‘/

County Judge/Executive

(/m

5 N?son Ca\mly Court Clerk —
! &
The foregoing ordinance is approved on motion of Bernard Ice, second

of Raymond Greer and by affirmative vote of all Court members present.
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ORDINANCE AMENDING BUDGET RE HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT AND JUSTICE CENTER CONSTRUCTION
(FIRST READING)

Nelson County Judge-Executive Dean Watts presented in open Court for
first reading the following proposed ordinance amending the budget for Nelson
County for Fiscal Year 2004-05: Amendment #02

AN ORDINANCE relating to the annual budget and amendment thereof:

.
ool

Whereas the County of Nelson has unbudgeted carryover from the Justice Center
Construction and Federal Homeland Security grants.

Be it ordained by the Fiscal Cotsrt of County of Nelson, Commonweatth of Kentucky:

Section One: The budget for fiscal year 2005 is amended to:
A Increase/(decrease) revenues in the following funds to recognize carryover from
the Justice Center Construction Fund and Homeland Security grant revenues:

Account Description Amount
75-4901 Priar year carryover $ 76460
05-4301 Prior year carryover 64015

8. Increase/Decrease expenditure account(s):

____Account Description Amount
75-5136-739 Equipment purchases $76.460
05-5081-740 Justice Center Construction 64,015

Section Two: The amaunts adjusting the receipt and expenditure accounts in Section One
are for governmental purposes.

After a first reading, motion was made by Raymond Greer, second by

Bernard Ice, by affirmative vote of Court members Greer, Ice, Drake and Wim-

sett, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that legal notice advertising the second reading

and possible adoption of the proposed ordinance be published in the Kentucky

Standard in accordance with KRS 424.
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PERSONNEL

On motion of Raymond Greer, second of Bernard Ice, by affirmative vote

of all Court members present, IT TS HEREBY ORDERED to approve employment of



